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skating and rowing-matches, the American would
arrive at as robust exegesis, and cheery and hilarious
tone. I should readily concede these advantages,
which it would be easy to acquire, if I did not find
also that they read better than we, and write better.

English wealth falling on their school and univer-
sity training makes a systematic reading of the
best authors, and to the end of a knowledge how
the things "whereof they treat really stand; whilst
pamphleteer or journalist reading for an argument
for a party, or reading to write, or, at all events, for
some by-end imposed on them, must read meanly
and fragmentarily. Charles I. said that he under-
stood English law as well as a gentleman ought to
understand it.

Then they have access to books; the rich libraries
collected at every one of many thousands of houses
give an advantage not to be attained by a youth in
this country, when one thinks how much more and
better may be learned by a scholar, who, immediately
on hearing of a book, can consult it, than by one
who is on the quest, for years, and reads inferior
books, because he cannot find the best.

Again, the great number of cultivated men keep
each other up to a high standard. The habit of
meeting well-read and knowing men teaches the art
of omission and selection.

Universities are, of course, hostile to geniuses,
which, seeing and using ways of their own, discredit
the routine: as churches and monasteries persecute
youthful saints. Yet we all send our sons to college,